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Population and Income 
• The two most important factors influencing 

passenger mobility are population and per capita 
income growth.1 

• By 2050, today’s less developed regions will be 
home to 85% of an estimated 9.2 billion global 
inhabitants. 2 

• The base of the economic pyramid (BOP), defined as 
those with incomes less than US $3,000 per capita 
per year in local purchasing power, consists of 4 
billion people who represent a $5 trillion global 
consumer market. 3 

 
Transport demand  
• As income increases, world travel demand will also 

increase in roughly the same proportion.4 
• Households that use public transportation spend only 

3-5% of their income on travel; however, for 
households with one motor vehicle, that share 
increases to 10-15% of their income.5,6 

• Around the world, 35% of all trips to work are done 
so with public transport, which includes buses, trams, 
trains and minibuses.7 

 
Passenger Transport 
• Car ownership is growing worldwide at around 5% 

annually.8 
• Traffic fatalities in low and middle-income countries 

are expected to increase by 80% between 2000 and 
2020.9 

• Approximately 65% of mopeds and motorbikes 
worldwide are driven in Asia.  In Malaysia and 
Greece, almost one in five people own a 
moped/motorbike. 10 

• World bicycle production doubled between 1975 and 
2000 to reach 100 million.  In 2000, China produced 
52 million bicycles—just over half of the world total.  
The U.S. is the world’s largest bicycle export market, 
and 97% of U.S. demand is met by imports. 11 

• In 2003, it is estimated that train passengers traveled 
2.2 trillion kilometers. 12 

• It is estimated that there were 1.6 billion aircraft 
passengers in 2000. 13,14 

 
Freight Transport 
• Inefficient distribution and delivery services add 

to economic barriers at the base of the pyramid. 15 
• The fastest growing air freight markets connect Asia-

Pacific to Europe and North America.16 
• In 2003, 8 trillion metric ton-kilometers of rail freight 

were carried.17 
• Nearly half of freight vehicles worldwide are in North 

America.18 
• More than 75% of all shipping containers are loaded 

or unloaded in China.19 
 

Information & Communication Technology 
• About 2.8 billion mobile phones are in use, and 

approximately 1.6 million are being added daily.20 

Around 85% of the new mobile phone subscribers 
everyday are from emerging economies. 21  

• In the first quarter of 2007, China averaged 6.5 
million new mobile phone subscribers per month.22 

• Developed countries had 8 times the Internet user 
penetration rate of developing countries in 2004.23
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http://www.wbcsd.org/web/doingbiz.htm 
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Mobility & ICT for Development  
 
In the developing world, information and communicat ion 
technologies can enable billions of people to parti cipate 
in the world economy by breaking down the spatial 
barriers between people and distant markets and 
employers. Business has the unique opportunity to b ridge 
this gap by meeting market demand with products and  
services that can facilitate development. 
 

Estimat ed and Projected Population Growth  

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau. International Data Base (last updated 

2007). Projections for data between years 2002 and 2050.  
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